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KEPORT OF STATE FIRE WARDEN. 



Prior to the year 1903, the Legislature had enacted no law 
authorizing the employment of an active, working force of 
men in the field to protect the timber of this state from the 
ravages of fire. 

Laws had been enacted in early territorial days to pro- 
hibit the indiscriminate setting of fires in> timber, with pen- 
alties for violations thereof. The common law right to an 
acton for damages done by fires, was not taken away nor di- 
minished by these laws. These laws were seldom invoked or 
put into effect. 

Timber was then considered of little value and the title 
to most all of it remained in the United States and the land 
was not surveyed. The prairie lands, and valleys covered 
with brush, where clearing was easy, were most valued and 
most sought after. The early settlers wanted lands suitable 
for farming and grazing. Fires were set in the timber ad- 
joining or surrounding the farms or ranches during the dry 
season, and allowed to burn unattended, regardless of owner- 
ship, for the purpose of broadening the scope of grazing lands. 

It was the practice of campers, hunters and others having 
occasion to build camp fires in the timber, to place the fire 
where conditions were most favorable and where fuel was close 
and plentiful. Generally these fires were left burning and 
in some instances would smoulder in the dry leaves, decaying 
vegetation and moss for days and if a brisk wind sprung up 
and conditions were favorable, a great timber fire ensued. 

It was no uncommon occurrence for the careless or ma- 
liciously inclined person, while in the timber, to light a match 
and place it where there was material for a fire. Some of 
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these fires went out for want of fuel to feed the flame; others 
spread into the timber and wrought great havoc. 

At a somewhat later time, when farming and stock rais- 
ing became profitable and there was a desire to enlarge the 
area of agricultural land, millions of feet of merchantable 
timber was cut down and the logs were rolled together and 
burned for the purpose of clearing the land on which it stood. 

Occasionally, some person who was familiar with the con- 
ditions which had existed in some of the older states, was 
heard to express the opinion that this timber, if left standing 
on the ground, would, in a few years, be worth more than the 
land on which the timber stood and the cost of the labor re- 
quired to remove it. 

This opinion was not shared by many and most men 
thought the day was far distant when any considerable value 
would be placed on the timber of this Coast or that there 
would be a great demand for timber products. 

Most of the people who lived on the Pacific Coast at that 
early time, had come from beyond the Mississippi river and 
had driven ox teams across a country two thousand miles in 
extent which was then a desert, a wilderness inhabited by 
tribes of hostile Indians. It took about six months to make 
this trip and it required nearly a year to receive an answer to 
a letter written to friends in the East. Their comforts and 
conveniences were few. They had poor school facilities and 
few churches. They had no railroads and their wagon roads 
were little better than trails. No goods were manufactured 
here and any thing they could not make, came a long distance 
and was purchased at great cost. 

They could not realize — ^they were not in a position to 
realize that this great country was on the verge of the most 
wonderful period of discovery and invention and advance- 
ment along all lines of industry that the world ever knew. 

It was, therefore, quite natural that this great natural 
resource, the crop of some hundred years' growth, should be 
considered of little value. 
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We are in the midst of that period of wonderful progress 
and development today, and many of those men and women 
are still living. They marvel at the change, and well they 
may. 

We have a splendid system of public schools and our school 
houses are substantial, sanitary buildings with modern equip- 
ment Our colleges, on present lines of advancement, will 
soon be equal to those of any state in the Union. We have 
good churches and good society. The Good Roads movement 
has seized us like an inspiration and we are bending every 
energy toward road building. We have many great manufac- 
turing establishments and others are springing up on every 
hand. We have- great deposits of coal that are inexhaustable. 
We have the biggest saw mills in the world. The output of 
our saw mills and shingle mills during the year was 3,760,- 
000,000 feet of lumber, valued at $41,250,000, and 7,600,- 
000,000 shingles, valued at $11,000,000. We produced 33,- 
000,000 bushels of wheat, valued at $25,000,000, and 15,- 
625,000 bushels of other grains, valued at $7,750,000. Hay 
product valued at $9,600,000. Fruit yield, $10,000,000. 
Hop crop, 60,000 bales, valued at $1,200,000. Dairy and 
creamery output, $7,500,000. Fisheries product, $10,361,- 
364. Coal mined, 3,000,000 tons, valued at $9,000,000. 
Railways in the state, 4,153 miles. 

Commerce, trade and manufactures have caused splendid 
cities to be built. We assisted in holding a World's Exposi- 
tion that brought a million people to this Coast and gave 
them an opportunity to learn of our wonderful achievements 
nnd great natural resources. The state has within its borders 
iive independent lines or systems of railroad. Four great 
transcontinental railways have built their lines through this 
rrate or have extended branch lines into it. 

So great is the volume of freight in lumber, wheat, cool, 
\v.e stock, fish, hops, hay and fruit, that these railroadj with 
their combined capacity, are not able to handle it, and other 
eastern railway companies are extending their lines wojtward 
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and are preparing to enter this state and share in its great and 
growing traffic. In every river and bay, ships are lying at the 
docks of the great saw mills taking on cargoes of lumber for 
coast and foreign ports. 

The demand for lumber is so great that the railroads are 
not able to furnish cars enough for eastern shipments. The 
title to most all of the timber lands has passed from the gov- 
ernment into the hands of individuals, companies and corpor- 
ations and is held for actual use or as an investment. 

Demand creates value and fixes the price. The demand 
for lumber has increased the value and raised the price of 
timber until, today 50 cents per thousand feet is a fair aver- 
age estimate of its value, and under a conservative estimate it 
can be said, that timber will make an average increase in value 
of 30 per cent every year, during the next 25 years. 

It is estimated that before any timber had been cut or de- 
stroyed by fire, Eastern Washin^on had 12,611,840 acres of 
timber, containing 22,701,312,000 feet B. M. Of this amount 
933,120 acres, containing 1,679,616,000 feet has been cut 
and logged, and 356,480 acres, containing 641,664,000 feet, 
has been destroyed by fire, leaving 11,322,240 acres, contain- 
ing 20,380,032,000 feet. 

Before any timber had been cut or destroyed by fire. 
Western Washington had 14,972,160 acres of timber, contain- 
ing 239,554,560,000 feet B. M. Of this amount 1,773,440 
acres, containing 28,375,040,000 feet, has been cut and 
logged; and 2,604,160 acres, containing 41,666,560,000 feet, 
has been destroyed by fire. There is remaining in Western 
Washington 10,594,560 acres of timber, containing 169,512,- 
960,000 feet. 

If we take into consideration the timber that was left 
standing on the ground under the ealier methods of logging, 
and the timber that has been killed, but not consumed by 
forest fires, from five to seven billion feet can be safely added 
to the amounts above given. 

The foregoing figures have been compiled from a report of 
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the United States Geological Survey entitled, "The Forests 
of Washington/' from estimates furnished by lumbermen and 
lumber companies and owners of timber lands. 

All of the estimates herein given are most conservative 
and are extremely low and I believe that when the timber is 
cut and manufactured into lumber, the product will be 50 
per cent greater than the foregoing estimates. 

By reference to the foregoing figures it will be seen that 
more timber has been destroyed by fire than has been cut and 
logged. In round numbers, thirty billion feet of timber has 
been cut and logged and forty-two billion feet of timber has 
been destroyed by fire. This fact, and the continued destruc- 
tion of timber by forest fires, demonstrated to the mind of 
every person who is interested in the preservation of our for- 
ests, that some legislation was necessary on this subject, and 
at the 1903 session of the Legislature a law was enacted with 
this end in view. By this law the Commissioner of Public 
Lands was made ex-officio State Forest Fire Warden and the 
county commissioners of the several counties of the state were 
constituted Boards of Deputy State Forest Fire Wardens. 
They could, at their discretion, appoint deputy fire wardens 
in their respective counties and prescribe their duties, etc., 
and they were authorized to issue permits to bum slashings 
and the like. In most of the counties the boards of county 
commissioners, constituted as aforesaid, failed or refused to 
appoint such deputies, not caring to incur the expense of pay- 
ing their per diem and expenses. 

Permits to burn slashings were usually issued without 
any time limit, and with no one to examine and' ascertain if 
the burning would be attended with danger to adjoining tim- 
ber or other property and with no person authorized to sup- 
ervise the burning. The execution of the law was placed in 
the hands of too many persons, all of whom were clothed with 
discretionary powers. There was no responsible executive 
head and consequently the organization was lax and wanting 
in effectiveness. 
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The State Legislature, at its 1905 session, repealed the 
foregoing law and enacted in its stead the law under which 
we are now working, known as the Forest Protection Law. 
This law creates a State Board of Forest Commissioners, to 
be appointed by the Governor and to serve without compen- 
sation. The State Board of Forest Commissioners have full 
power to appoint a State Fire Warden and to appoint Deputy 
Fire Wardens in each of the timbered counties of the state. 
The Commissioner of Public Lands is ex-officio a member of 
the Commission. 

The State Forest Commissioners were appointed June 9, 
1905, and on the 15th of June they met and organized, trans- 
acted business coming before the Board and appointed Dep- 
uty Fire Wardens for some of the counties. The State Fire 
Warden was appointed by the State Board of Forest Com- 
missioners on the 27th day of June, and at the same time 
Deputy Fire Wardens were appointed for several additional 
counties. The State Fire Warden was authorized to appoint 
deputies in timbered counties where none had been appointed 
by the Board. 

The forest protection work was begun on the 1st day of 
July and continued to the 20th day of September. 

There were Deputy Fire Wardens in 22 counties of the 
state. The reasons for dispensing with the services of the 
deputies so earlv in the season were : First, several unusually 
heavy showers of rain fell just prior to that time; and sec- 
ond, there was very little money available to pay their per 
diem and expenses. 

The Legislature appropriated $7,500 to carry out the pro- 
visions of the law. Of this amount $2,650 was available to 
pay salary of the State Fire Warden, and $4,875 was avail- 
able to pay the per diem and expenses of the Deputy Fire 
Wardens and other incidental expenses for two years. The 
amounts expended during the year are as follows: Paid sal- 
ary of State Fire Warden, July to December, inclusive, 
$750.00. 
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Paid per diem and expenses of the Deputy Fire Wardens 
for July, August and September. The first line iafter name 
of deputy is per diem, the second line is expenses: 



County. 


Deputy. 


July. 


August. 


Sept. 


Totals. 


Cbebalis 


S. A. Young 


$104 00 
27 70 
84 00 

"iosoo 

24 60 
64 00 

229 
96 00 

2 76 
64 00 

386 
12 00 


188 00 
18 09 
44 00 
82 50 
64 00 
18 20 
76 00 
11 01 
80 00 

6 56 
60 00 

400 
76 00 

7 50 
108 00 

28 30 
80 00 
26 00 
86 00 
800 
108 00 


148 00 


1240 00 
40 79 




H. C. Keeler 


Chelan 


44 00 

6 74 
40 00 

6 00 
14 00 

165 

40 00 

56 

400 


172 00 


Clallam 


Frank Sullivan 


38 24 
212 00 


Clarke. 


D. F. Reld 


43 80 

154 00 

14 85 

216 00 

9 86 

128 00 

7 86 


Cowlitz 


S. A. Clarke 


Island 


C. Li. Rogers 




J. Ej. Crawford 


jefFerson 




88 00 
7 50 




John Wooding 


King 


96 00 
10 80 
92 00 
26 96 
86 00 

■*"8o'66 

800 

72 00 

75 

16 00 


44 00 


248 00 




Wm. T. Post. 


89 10 


Kitsap 


82 00 
160 
24 00 
22 50 
24 00 


204 00 
68 46 
96 00 
80 50 

212 00 
8 00 


Klickitat 


J. H. Hanson 


Lewis 


Chas. Eidwards 




W. B. Baton 


Mason 


70 00 

3 75 

56 00 

12 68 

112 00 

6 10 

104 00 

18 86 

56 00 

590 

104 00 

20 20 

96 00 

44 17 


12 00 

'**'i2 '66" 

460 

44 00 


154 00 
450 
84 00 
17 18 


Pacific 


B. F. Smith 




H. J. Doten 


Pierce 


108 00 
2:^60 

100 00 
54 60 


264 00 




Alex. McDonald 


28 60 


Skagit 


52 00 
8 75 
32 00 
10 74 
42 00 
894 
38 00 
10 84 


256 00 


Skamania 


Chas. Wetherall 


81 70 
88 00 




J. P. Caithness 




16 64 


Snohomish 


104 00 
11 78 
28 00 
6 91 


250 00 


Stevens 


E. O. Snodgrass 


40 87 
162 00 


San Juan 


C. M. Tucker. 


61 92 




F. V. Donnellv 










Thurston 


96 00 
8 15 
36 00 
76 
108 00 
14 46 


96 50 
11 40 
36 00 


64 00 

50 

8 00 


256 50 


Wahkiakum 


Qeo. F. Hanisran 


20 05 

80 00 

75 




I. M. Scott 


Whatcom 


60 00 
15 80 


86 00 
12 12 


204 00 






4187 


Totals 


11,726 78 


11,896 50 


«748 24 


$4,371 52 
100 00 


Amount contribute 


a 




i State 










Aniount paid by th< 


14,271 52 
262 80 


Office and incidents 


1 expenses 








Forest Commission 


er's expenses 








42 15 




rom this fund 










Total paid 1 


14,676 47 











It will be seen that of the $4,875.00 available to pay the 
per diem and expenses of the Deputy Fire Wardens and other 
incidental expenses for two years, $4,576.47 was expended 
during the last year, leaving on hand, of that fund, the sum 

of $298.53. 
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As we had so little money to carry on the work, it was 
necessary to exercise the most rigid economy in expenditures. 
The Deputy Fire Wardens were made fully acquainted with 
the circumstances and they were asked to keep expenses down 
to the lowest while doing such work as was necessary to make 
the forest protection service effective. 

It appeared to the State Board of Forest Commissioners 
that the money available to pay the per diem and expenses of 
the Deputy Fire Wardens would be exhausted before the end 
of the dry season, and accordingly they held a meeting on 
August 28th, for the purpose of devising ways and means to 
keep the deputies in the field and continue the work. 

At that meeting a resolution was adopted in which they 
said in part: 

"The forest protection work was begun on the 1st day of 
July and has been continued to the present time with the 
most gratifying results. 

"These results are due to the faithful and energetic work 
of the Deputy Fire Wardens in patroling those portions of 
their districts frequented by campers, hunters, fishermen and 
others, and warning such persons and apprising them of the 
penalties for violations of the law; by posting large notices 
printed on cloth, containing portions of the law, with the 
penalties for the violation thereof; by distributing copies of 
the law in pamphlet form ; by extinguishing small or smolder- 
ing fires, which if allowed to bum unmolested until conditions 
were favorable, would be likely to develop into disastrous 
fires; by issuing permits to persons to burn slashings and the 
like, — ^warning them to use great care and to notify all ad- 
joining owners, and that they are liable for damages caused 
by their fires, to the property of others. 

"The fact that the Fire Warden is abroad in the forest 
and is likely to appear at any place, unannounced, empowered 
to make arrests without warrant of persons violating the law, 
has a restraining effect upon careless or maliciously inclined 
persons. 

"During this season, we have had none of the disastrous 
fires which, in former years, destroyed so much valuable tim- 
ber, and through the efficiency of the service and the faithful 
work of the Deputy Fire Wardens in the field, we are able 
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to state that, although the season has been excessively dry, 
no , valuable timber has been destroyed by fire up to this time. 

"The sum of $7,500 was appropriated to carry on the 
work for two years, and the sum of $4,500 of this amount was 
available to pay the per diem and necessary expenses of the 
Deputy Fire Wardens. 

"This amount will be about expended by the end of Aug- 
ust and the work of protecting forests from fire will have to 
be abandoned unless all persons, companies or corporations 
interested in the preservation of the forests will contribute to 
a fund to be used in continuing the forest protection work. 

"If the dry weather continues, danger from fires during 
September will be great, and we believe it would be disastrous 
to take the deputies out of the field and discontinue the work 
at this time. 

"We therefore appeal to the owners of timber lands, lum- 
ber companies, logging companies, railroad companies and 
others interested in preserving the forests, to contribute to a 
fund to be used in continuing the forest protection work, dur- 
ing the month of September and until there is sufficient rain- 
fall to make their work unnecessary. 

"We earnestly solicit that all persons interested in the 
preservation of the forests from destruction by fire, will give 
this matter their most worthy consideration and will contrib- 
ute in a liberal manner toward the continuance of the work, 
which has thus far given such beneficial results." 

Some time after the foregoing resolution was adopted by 
the State Board of Forest Commissioners, $375.00 was de- 
ducted from the fund to pay salary of State Fire Warden and 
was added to the fund to pay per diem and expenses of Deputy 
Fire Wardens, increasing that fund to $4,875.00. 

Printed copies of the foregoing resolution, accompanied 
by a letter from the State Fire Warden, were sent to a num- 
ber of the lumbermen, lumber companies, loggers and logging 
companies, during the first part of September. In response 
to these letters we received but one money contribution. The 
Port Blakeley Mill company sent us $100.00. Letters were 
received from a large number of those to whom copies of the 
resolution and letters were sent, saying they were in sym- 
pathy with the work and were willing to contribute toward its 
continuance, but as several unusually heavy showers of rain 
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had fallen, they believed the urgent need of contributions, for 
this season at least, no longer existed. • 

As a fair specimen of the letters received, I take the lib- 
erty to quote the following from the Lake Whatcom Logging 
Company, dated Sept. 11, 1905 : 

'^Replying to your circular letter of Sept. 2nd, request- 
ing that subscriptions be forwarded for the purpose of ndain- 
taining your organization of fire patrol, I beg to state that the 
writer is in entire sympathy with this movement and will be 
glad to subscribe a reasonable amount for the maintainance of 
this institution. Kindly advise what others are subscribing." 

From the Tacoma Eastern Eailroad Company, dated Sept. 
14, 1905 : 

'^Yours of the 2nd inst enclosing copy of resolution 
adopted by the Board of Forest Commissioners received. We 
appreciate the importance of the work you have done and are 
willing to co-operate with the others in bearing our proportion 
of the expense. It seems to us, however, that as our winter 
rains have begun there is probably no necessity for contribu- 
tions at this time. If there is need, however, please let us 
know and we will as stated do our share." 

My request to the deputies that they keep down expenses, 
was responded to by most of them. Some of them made no 
charge for part of the time employed. 

At a meeting of the State Board of Forest Commissioners 
held on the 4th day of December, 1905, it was resolved that — 

"Whereas, the money appropriated to pay the per diem 
and expenses of the Deputy Fire Wardens is practically ex- 
hausted, we renew our appeal to the owners of timber lands, 
lumber companies, logging companies, railroad companies and 
others interested in protecting the timber against the ravages 
of fire, to contribute to a fund to be used in carrying on the 
forest protection work during the coming summer; and we 
direct the State Fire Warden to correspond with or call upon 
such companies and persons and solicit contributions for that 
purpose. 

"We hereby authorize Mr. J. K. Welty, the State Fire 
Warden and Secretary of this Conamission, to receive such 
contributions, and he is hereby directed to place said money 
in a fund created for that purpose, and he shall expend said 
money and account for it in the same manner as money ap- 
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propriated by the Legislature for conducting the forest pro- 
tection service." 

I think it proper to state here that all the members of the 
State Board of Forest Commissioners are interested either in 
lumbering or logging and they are serving without any com- 
pensation whatever and because of their interest in forest 
preservation. 

Many of the men who are willing to respond to the re- 
quest for contributions have expressed themselves as being 
at a loss to know what would be a fair amount for them to 
contribute. 

In considering this matter, it has been suggested by sev- 
eral lumbermen and loggers that the mills contribute in pro- 
portion to their output. That a mill which cuts one hundred 
thousand feet per day contribute $100.00; a mill that cuts 
fifty thousand feet per day, contribute $50.00, and in that 
proportion ; and that loggers and logging companies contribute 
in the same proportion. The contributions will, of course, be 
entirely voluntary and the question of the amount will rest 
with the person or company making the contribution. 

I believe the Deputy Fire Wardeiis could be employed, 
profitably^ from June 1st to September 15th, and if Septem- 
ber is a dry month, they should be employed to the end of 
the month. When September is dry, it is the most dangerous 
time of the year for destructive timber fires. Usually there 
is not much danger from timber fires before the 15th of 
June, but there is a great deal of work that should be done be- 
fore that time. The deputies should travel over their counties, 
post fire warning notices, distribute copies of the law, printed 
in pamphlet form; go among the people, see and talk with 
them and ask their assistance and co-operation in keeping 
down timber fires. The setting out of timber fires is so 
easily accomplished and so difficult of apprehension that to 
make the law effective, we must have the sentiment of the 
people with us in our work. 

Every intelligent man who considers this matter will see 
that he is interested in preserving the timber from destruction 
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by fire, whether he is the owner of timber lands or not. The 
timber is one of the great natural resources of the state and 
every person is interested, either directly or indirectly, in its 
preservation. 

A large percentage of its value is expended in wages 
paid for logging and manufacturing the timber into lumber, 
and that money cannot be taken away. It remains and enters 
into the channels of trade and commerce, creating a greater 
demand for the products of the farm, the shop and the factory. 

We can accomplish much in the way of forest protection 
by inducing people to be careful — careful about setting or 
starting fires and careful about extinguishing fires. The great 
majority of the people are law abiding. They desire to com- 
ply with the law. The^ should not be left to guess at what 
the law is on a matter of so much importance, and we therefore 
had the law printed and bound in pamphlet form ; and a great 
number of these were distributed by the Deputy Wardens. 
We had ten thousand fire warning notices printed on cloth 
and the deputies were instructed to post them everywhere, and 
especially along: roads and trails and along streams and places 
frequented by fishermen, campers and himters. The reports 
of the deputies show that more than eight thousand of these 
fire warning notices were posted. 

I believe that if we are fully into the spirit -of this work 
we will produce results which will demonstrate that the For- 
est Fire Service is one of the important departments of the 
state government. The timber is one of our greatest resources 
and the people are ^oing to realize that the appropriation of 
sufficient money to carry on this work in a thorough and ef- 
fective manner, is the cheapest and best insurance of the tim- 
ber of the state against loss bv fire. 

The deputies have been instructed to advise and encourage 
persons having logged off lands, old slashings and the like, 
to burn them durin^* the late spring or early summer, and to 
issue permits and supervise the burning, if they deem it neces- 
sary. We can accomplish more by removing the conditions 
and material which may later create a fire than to wait until 
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the fire is raging and then attempt to extinguish it. Old 
slashings and logged-off lands, where tops, brush and debris 
are left on the ground and where exposure to sun and air has 
caused grass, thistles and weeds to grow, are a standing men- 
ace to adjoining valuable timber and other property. These 
can be burned in the late spring or early sunamer with com- 
parative safety, when, if allowed to remain until'the latter part 
of August or until September, and the season is dry and hot, 
the burning will be attended with great danger. The great 
fire in Skamania and Clarke counties, which proved so dis- 
astrous to life and property, occurred on the 12th day of 
September. 

In regard to the patrol and inspection work of the Deputy 
Fire Wardens, I am able to say that it has been very effect- 
ive. In issuing permits to bum slashings, the Deputy Fire 
Warden is instructed to ascertain whether the slashing is in 
close proximity with timber lands or other property to which 
the fire from the slashing might be communicated, and if so 
to make a personal inspection to determine if it will be safe 
to bum. 

The following is the number of permits to burn issued 
by the deputies in the several counties during July, August 
and September: 



County. 


July. 


August. 


Sept. 


Total. 


nhehftlis 




78 
27 
43 

164 
34 
17 
21 

402 
82 
20 
89 
25 
42 

184 


44 

12 

27 

31 

20 

3 

7 

101 

109 

7 

22 

27 

12 

45 


122 


Chelan 




89 


rjiallftTr 




70 




10 
4 
2 


195 


Cowlitz 


58 


Island 


22 


T#»ff prflon 


28 


King * 




508 


Kitsap .! 




191 


Klickitat 


4 
5 


31 


Lewis 


116 


Alason •• • 


52 


Pacific 


3 
88 


57 


Pierce . • 


267 






Skagit 




64 

6 

120 

37 
121 

17 
124 


21 
19 
62 
40 
56 
19 
69 


85 






25 




13 ■ 


195 




77 


Thuraton . 


177 


Wahkiakum 


36 


^VhfttCOTTl 


3 


196 






Total 


Si 


1,707 


753 


2,542 
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There has been a general compliance with the law in re- 
gard to procuring permits to burn slashings and so much care 
has been exercised that in only one or two cases has the fire 
gone beyond the limits of the slashing to do any damage. In 
some cases applicants for permits to bum have asked for a 
long time limit in which to bum under the permit and there 
has been some protest because this request has not been granted. 
The object of the law is to protect the property of adjoining 
owners or to give the owners of such property an opportunity 
to protect it. A permit issued to burn a slashing between the 
1st and 15th days of August would not fulfill the intent of the 
law, and would be so uncertain as to be of little benefit to 
the owners of adjoining timber, buildings, fences, etc. They 
should know when the fire will be set and the burning com- 
menced. 

If there is no adjoining timber or other property to which 
the fire can communicate, or if late in the fall when showers 
of rain have fallen, a limit of considerable time may be given 
in which to burn. Otherwise the permit should be issued to 
bum on a certain day and the burning should be done on that 
day. In every instance where there is timber or other prop- 
erty adjoining the slashing to be burned or that may be in- 
jured by the fire, the owners of such property must be noti- 
fied of the day and hour the fire will be started. 

Following is the number of fires which occurred in the 
several counties during July, August and September, outside 
of those burned under permits: 



COUNTT. 


July. 


August. 


Sept. 


Total. 


Cbehalis 


7 
1 
9 
1 
1 
9 


A 
5 
6 
4 
6 

11 
4 

12 
3 
3 
6 
7 
2 
2 


2 
11 
3 
3 
2 
1 


13 


Chelan 


17 


Clallam 


18 


Clarke 


8 


Cowlitz 


9 


Island 


21 


Jefferson 


4 


King 


' 2 
5 
4 

8 
9 
3 

1 


4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
1 
2 


18 


Kitsap 


11 


Klickitat 


10 


Lewis 

Mason 


17 
18 


Pacific 


6 


Pierce 


5 


San Juan 




Skafflt 




14 
6 
4 
7 
5 
5 
5 


2 
5 
3 
5 
2 
3 
4 


16 


Skamania 




11 


Snohomisli 


4 
2 
3 
2 

7 


11 


Stevens 


14 


Thurston 


10 


Wahkiakum 


10 


Whatcom 


16 






Total 


78 


121 


64 


263 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORT OF STATE FIRE WARDEN 17 

While there were many small fires during the season, 
very little damage was done bv them to green timber. A 
number of these fires occurred in old slashings and logged-off 
lands durinfir the dry season and in several instances were kept 
from going into the green timber by the timely and energetic 
efforts of the Deputy Fire Wardens. 

Material of this kind should be burned early in the season 
before there is any danger of the fire running into the green 
timber. Exposed to the sun and air, it is dry and in condition 
to burn, while the green timber is yet damp and in no danger 
from fire. 

There were several big fires last summer that were, at 
times, threatening and alarming and each of these burned over 
several hundred acres, but fortunately very little damage to 
timber was caused by any of them. 

A fire occurred near Pe Ell, Lewis county, during the dry 
season, which burned over an area of about four hundred 
acres. Most of this was logged-off land but the fire finally 
ran into the green timber and destroyed about 500 M feet. 
This fire was started in a slashiimr and was allowed to spread 
beyond the confines of the slashing and into the timber. This 
is the only fire during the summer in which any considerable 
loss of timber was sustained. 

The State Board of Forest Commissioners, at a meeting of 
the Board, held on August 28, 1905, adopted a resolution. 
Recommending that the netting of spark arresters used on ' 
coal burning engines, locomotives, etc., be not less than three 
mesh, No. 12, wire to the inch, and that the netting of spark 
arresters used on wood burning engines, locomotives, etc., be. 
not less than six mesh, No. 16, wire to the inch. 

The Deputy Fire Wardens are furnished blanks upon 
which to make weekly reports. These reports consist of giv- 
ing in detail the work done each day for the past week, if em- 
ployed; the number of permits to bum issued, with the date, 
and the name and postofiice address of the person to whom is- 
sued; the number of fires that occurred outside of those 
burned under permits and the damage, if any, caused by such 
fires, and any other matters coming under their observation 
connected with the service. Where they have sought assist- 
ance in fighting timber fires, the people have responded will- 
ingly. 

Three arrests were made last season by Deputy Wardens. 
Two of these were made for setting out fires unlawfully and 
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one for tearing down and destroying fire warning notices. 
In each case the person arrested was convicted and fined. 

Several large timber owners, mill companies and logging 
companies applied for the appointment of certain of their em- 
ployes (usually their timber cruisers) to be Forest Rangers. 
Where the person whoge appointment was requested was found 
to be in the employ of a responsible person or company and 
was trustworthy, he was appointed a Forest Ranger and vested 
with the duties and powers of a Deputy Warden, except that 
he could create no obligation for which the state would become 
liable. These appointments were made under Sec. 7, Chap- 
ter 164, Laws of Washington, 1905. 

I believe the forest protection work, during the dry season 
this year, resulted in much good and it seems to have given 
general satisfaction. I have conversed with and received let- 
ters from a large number of timber owners, lumbermen and 
loggers and they have expressed themselves as fully in sym- 
pathy with the organization. They desire to have the depu- 
ties kept in the field and the work carried on during the com- 
ing summer, and they are willing to contribute to a fund for 
that purpose. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. R. WELTY, 
State Fire Warden. 
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